Features

Tutorial

The main differences between a feature
and a news story are style and length.

What Whereas news is straight-up factual and

) strictly structured, features are longer,
lS a more analytical and softer focussed.

fe atul‘e? Features can vary widely, from fashion to

diet fads, celebrity pro es to human interest
stories. They can accompany a news

story, or in most cases they have their own
section in newspapers and magazines.
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Thefogat Tramoreon July 2nd, 1998,
was thedensest locals had seen
‘beforeor since' when an Air Corps
helicopter, Rescue 111, struck asand
duneand all four crew died: Dave

O Flaherty, Mick Baker, Pat Mooney
and Niall Byrre. This is their story




How to
write a
feature

Writing a feature affords the
journalist the luxury to use
more colourful, descriptive
language. In addition, a
feature story doesn't have
to follow the conventional
structure of a news story, i.e.
the most important part of
the story at the top of the
article.

With a feature, once you
catch the reader’s attention
from the start, you can then
build to the climax, or the
main point, and work around
that with descriptions or
important information on the
topic.

It is a common style

for journalists to start a
feature with a very graphic,
descriptive introduction to
draw in the reader, building
the information slowly but
surely, and then round it off
nicely, letting the reader feel
satisfied that they know all
they need about the subject
by the last line.

Some writers end lighter
stories with a funny line at
the end, others with a knock-
em-dead punchline - a
‘shock’ tactic.

Others finish with a
technique of referring back
to the line at the start and
‘tying it up nicely'. As well as
offering journalists a greater
range of writing styles,
feature pages also other real
scope to page designers.

Some of the best looking
pages in newspapers and
magazines are often the
features pages because the
design rule book is thrown
away.

The pages are meant to
be colourful, striking and
controversial, firstly to hook
the reader, and secondly
to dfferentiate the features
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Of the hundreds of - —
essays we trawled

thl‘ough acCross the foul‘ Many news reporters struggle with the freedom
. of the feature article, and vice versa with feature
categorles the Features writers who are asked to report on a news story.

They are two very different disciplines,

and few manage to straddle both

~', sides of the journalism divide with
equal success.

winner was easily one of
the stand out entries.

Think of the feature article
like a short story mixed with
a parable - it should be
entertaining, colourful
but with important

- Young Journalist Ireland
Judging Panel

Check list
A fe ature V How much space do ‘/ them off as you
I have? write them.
V What exactly do | Always read over
S 0 u e want to include/ your article at least
exclude? twice, do a spell

check, and make
o o V What is my sure all unusual
ente rtalnln Vdeqdline? words, names,
’ website addresses,
Make notes on the V phone numbers and

structure of the place names are
CO Our u u article - the main correct.

points of the story

° you wish to get Don't vary from
across, and in what the word count
lmpor an order. And cross suggested, _...__._.

Tips to writing features:

« Look at your chosen - the who, what, where,
theme carefully. when and why.
Consider the questions  « Always try to find
suggested and attempt an original angle, or

to answer some of hook, for your feature.
t's an addictive, gamified process, with a reward system that has them. Because features allow
R o o e o s Bt R on v you more freedom, you
social media, asks Andrea Cleary . . .
« Start with the important have an opportunity to
- get all the essential be more adventurous.
el details in the opening
‘ ;‘ / paragraphs. - Use plenty of quotes.
[T T e If they are not quotes
:%‘:,;::fgﬂm‘::"” * As with news, include you gathered yourself,
o : all the essential details make sure you detail

on - 'sa platform for sharing stippets of
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