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The main differences between a feature 
and a news story are style and length.

Whereas news is straight-up factual and 
strictly structured, features are longer, 
more analytical and softer focussed.

Features can vary widely, from fashion to 
diet fads, celebrity pro es to human interest 
stories. They can accompany a news 
story, or in most cases they have their own 
section in newspapers and magazines.

What 
is a 

feature?

Headline
Catchy headlines 
help grab the attention

Tutorial
Features
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tures
Writing a feature affords the 
journalist the luxury to use 
more colourful, descriptive 
language. In addition, a 
feature story doesn’t have 
to follow the conventional 
structure of a news story, i.e. 
the most important part of 
the story at the top of the 
article.

With a feature, once you 
catch the reader’s attention 
from the start, you can then 
build to the climax, or the 
main point, and work around 
that with descriptions or 
important information on the 
topic.

It is a common style 
for journalists to start a 
feature with a very graphic, 
descriptive introduction to 
draw in the reader, building 
the information slowly but 
surely, and then round it off 
nicely, letting the reader feel 
satisfi ed that they know all 
they need about the subject 
by the last line.

Some writers end lighter 
stories with a funny line at 
the end, others with a knock-
em-dead punchline - a 
‘shock’ tactic.

Others fi nish with a 
technique of referring back 
to the line at the start and 
‘tying it up nicely’. As well as 
offering journalists a greater 
range of writing styles, 
feature pages also other real 
scope to page designers.

Some of the best looking 
pages in newspapers and 
magazines are often the 
features pages because the 
design rule book is thrown 
away.

The pages are meant to 
be colourful, striking and 
controversial, fi rstly to hook 
the reader, and secondly 
to dfferentiate the features 

How to
write a 
feature
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Content
Engaging and  
informative

Design
Colourful graphics and panels 
are very effective
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A feature
should be

entertaining,
colourful but

important

Of the hundreds of
essays we trawled

through across the four
categories the Features

winner was easily one of
the stand out entries.

- Young Journalist Ireland
Judging Panel

Before you begin

Many news reporters struggle with the freedom
of the feature article, and vice versa with feature
writers who are asked to report on a news story.

They are two very different disciplines,
and few manage to straddle both 
sides of the journalism divide with
equal success.

Think of the feature article
like a short story mixed with 

a parable - it should be
entertaining, colourful 

but with important 

  How much space do 
I have?

What exactly do I 
want to include/
exclude?

What is my 
deadline?

Make notes on the 
structure of the 
article - the main 
points of the story 
you wish to get 
across, and in what 
order. And cross 

them off as you
write them.

  Always read over
your article at least
twice, do a spell
check, and make
sure all unusual
words, names,
website addresses,
phone numbers and
place names are
correct.

Don’t vary from 
the word count
suggested 

Check list

•  Look at your chosen
theme carefully.
Consider the questions
suggested and attempt
to answer some of
them.

•  Start with the important
- get all the essential
details in the opening
paragraphs.

•  As with news, include
all the essential details 

- the who, what, where,
when and why.

•  Always try to find 
an original angle, or
hook, for your feature.
Because features allow
you more freedom, you
have an opportunity to
be more adventurous.

•  Use plenty of quotes. 
If they are not quotes
you gathered yourself,
make sure you detail 

order. And cross suggested, at least 

Tips to writing features:


