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Welcome to the sixth edition of the Woodbrook Word! Firstly, let us 
introduce ourselves; our names are Keeley Nagle, Leah McDaid and 
Andrei Jereghi, we are the Co-Editors of this year’s Woodbrook Word 
magazine. The students of TY1 have been working incredibly hard on 
writing and publishing these articles for the magazine for the past 
ten weeks. We have been observing the events that have been taking 
place in the school community and working together to document 
and celebrate them.  

Welcome everyone to 
the 6th Edition of the 

Woodbrook Word! 
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Editors Notes
Leah McDaid, Andrei Jereghi, Keeley Nagle

We have included a range of re-
cent achievements and events 
in Woodbrook. From the famous 
interview with the gold medalist 
Rían Dease to the 2024 Broth-
er Tallon Cup. The jam-packed 
interview with Mr. Murphy on 
his retirement to the Halloween 
costume competition and the 
big Open Evening event. School 
sure has been busy!  

As the famous quote goes, “The 
best way to predict your future is 
to create it” and that’s what we 
are doing in Woodbrook – shap-
ing and molding our future! We 
feel this quote represents the 
publication of the Woodbrook 
Word year after year – we are 
always looking to create some-
thing new! 

The task of editing and pub-
lishing this year’s 6th edition of 
the Woodbrook Word would not 
have been possible without the 
help of our fellow classmates in 

TY1 that helped generate ideas 
and write and create innovative 
articles. We would also like to 
thank Ms. Doyle and Mr. Horgan 
for their support and dedication 
in helping bring the Woodbrook 
Word to life. We are incredibly 
grateful for the time and effort 
of all contributors- they truly be-
lieved in us and invested in our 
ideas!  

Finally, we hope you thoroughly 
enjoy reading this magazine and 
we hope it gives you inspira-
tion. We look forward to hearing 
your feedback, so if you see us 
in class or in the corridor, stop 
and let us know your thoughts! 
We hope you enjoy reading it as 
much as we enjoyed creating it!  

Slan for now! 

Leah, Keeley and Andrei



Brother Tallon Cup 2024

In September of 2024, Sean Popovici and Ayse Kelleci were awarded the Brother 
Tallon Cup in Woodbrook College. 

They received this prestigious cup as they both achieved the highest marks in 
their Leaving Certificate exams in the class of ‘24. Chairman, Pat Keating awarded 
Sean and Ayse with the Brother Tallon Cup to acknowledge and celebrate their 
hard work and amazing achievement. Their name will now be engraved on the 
cup. In addition to that, they received a plaque of their own from Principal Hurley, 
congratulating them for their great accomplishment. 

Brother Tallon was an important figure in Woodbrook College. He taught in several 
secondary schools around the country before settling in St. Brendan’s in 1985. He 
served as the last Christian Brother Principal, retiring in 1990. Although he had 
retired, Br. Tallon continued with his passion for education and nature. He always 
asked for recent and up-to-date information in the textbooks of Physics, Chem-
istry, and Mathematics so he could keep a sharp mind on these subjects. Even 
though he may not be with us anymore, the Board of Management of Woodbrook 
College, formerly St. Brendan’s, commissioned the “Tallon Memorial Cup” and 
awarded it to the student with the best Leaving Certificate result for the year. It 
is fitting that his name should be associated with the achieving of excellence in 
education and the dedication that this takes for the individual involved.
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Discover, Join, Thrive: 
Clubs Day 2024

By Khrystyna Nasrallah and Andrei Jereghi

Hobbies are a large part of many people’s lives. They are uplifting and inspiring. Wood-
brook College’s diverse after-school clubs give our students an exciting chance to learn 
more about what they are truly passionate about, share their interests with others and 
connect with like-minded people! It is an invaluable opportunity to socialize and meet 
new friends.  

Our school offers a wide range of hobbies and clubs, from Lego building to sporting ac-
tivities such as basketball, football and gym - they unite all kinds of students. The choice 
is so wide, it can almost be hard to pick!  

The amazing Ms. Sinnott organizes Clubs Day every year. Clubs Day gives every student 
the opportunity to pick an activity/ club they want to join. The event is held in the PE hall 
with the help of the senior student leadership team. 
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by Ruth Davy & Mia Nicole Murray

We had the privilege of speaking with someone who has dedicated many 
years to shaping the lives of students and supporting the growth of both 
staff and community. Mr. Murphy, who has been an integral part of Wood-
brook College for 26 years, is preparing to retire after a distinguished career 
in education. In this special interview, we reflect on Mr. Murphy’s journey, 
the lessons learned, and the memories created over a career that has truly 
made a lasting impact.  

Mia: Thank you for joining us, Mr. Murphy, and congratulations on reaching this 
incredible milestone. Let’s begin by looking back at your time at Woodbrook 
College— What is your fondest memory here? 

Mr. Murphy: I have lots of fond memories, just seeing people happy, seeing people 
with their Leaving Cert and Junior Cert results and knowing that they are going 
to go on and get the career they want.                        

Mia: Yes, like seeing people achieve?                                      

Mr. Murphy: Seeing the people achieve and seeing people who doubted them-
selves going out with a big happy head out the door, that is what I want and good 
grades. That makes me happy.                                                                    

Ruth: That is lovely! What do you think was your biggest challenge transition-

Closing the Classroom Door: 
Reflections from a Deputy Principal’s Final Bell



Issue 6

- 11 -

Woodbrook Word

ing from classroom teacher to Deputy Principal?              

Mr. Murphy: I miss teaching big time, miss having a bit of a giggle in the class-
room and doing the work with the students.  I try to get around the corridors and 
meet people and have a bit of a giggle with them. I just miss the interaction big 
time in the classroom.                 

Mia: Which do you enjoy more? Teaching or Deputy Principal? 

Mr. Murphy: There are disadvantages to both; with teaching you get to close the 
door, and you keep everybody out and that is great. With Deputy Head I miss the 
teaching; I like certain parts of it. It is nice to get to present stuff to people like 
awards and different things. I miss having the classroom and a bit of the banter 
and building up relationships with 25 or 30 students. 

Mia: What will you miss the most when you retire?          
                                                                
Mr. Murphy: The drive!  I like driving up because you get your head together for 
about 45 minutes. Also, just 700 people walking around every hour, there is no 
other job that you can say there are 700 people walking around and you get to 
see people and make sure they are all right. Whether you just give them a wink 
or just a thumbs up, just to make sure everybody is okay. 

Ruth: What was your favorite part about coming to school every day? 

Mr. Murphy: Well, my wife would not write me a sick note *laughs*. The unpre-
dictability of it. You just never know what is going to happen, sometimes it will 
put you in a bad mood but other times it would put you in a brilliant mood when 
you get good news, and you just see people and they are in better form than they 
were yesterday. 

Mia: Yes, every day is different in Woodbrook College!  
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Mia: And you get to see everyone’s personality 

Mr. Murphy: Absolutely, and yeah summer is good but it’s sort of drawn out be-
cause of the exams. But Christmas time is lovely because of the Christmas show. 
That is my favourite. 

Ruth: Sure, I thought you loved the sports day the most; remember, you stole 
my water gun! 

Mr. Murphy: *laughs* me steal a water gun, never. I’d never do that! 

Mia: Sports day was good. 

Mr. Murphy: Sports day, yes sports day is very good, and again because people 
are in good form and usually the weather is good. 

Mia: Everyone’s enjoying themselves 

Mr. Murphy: yeah, and it ’s different outside the classroom and outside school, 
which I miss as well, you know going on trips. I used to take some of the soccer 
teams, do the History and Heritage trips with the TYs and some other fieldwork 
trips with the Leaving Certs.  

Mia: So the big question is...why do you call everyone a mushroom!? 

Mr. Murphy: Every hour is different; in fact, 
every minute is different around here! 

Mia: What is your favorite event in the 
school year? 

Mr. Murphy: It changes but I love Christ-
mas because everybody is in good humor 
and the banter is great around Christmas 
time. Any of the non-school uniform days 
are good craic too, because you can see 
people in Man United t shirts and tease 
them!!! 

Is that a water gun?



Mr. Murphy: *laughs* I guess it’s just something funny, and it’s not offensive and 
again it’s just a bit of banter. Trying to treat everyone equally and all the mush-
rooms are treated equally. 

Ruth: Ha ha! Okay so, what is your plan for after you retire? 

Mr. Murphy: I plan to travel to Cambodia and Laos and Thailand and Vietnam and 
to do a lot more walking in the hills, do my bees and play a bit of golf maybe and 
not be as stressed, just to try and enjoy myself. 

Mia: Just like the mushroom question, what is the story behind the ties? 

Mr. Murphy: Well, wearing a shirt and tie is boring. Isn’t it most of the time so 
I said right if I wear a shirt and tie like I always have, but I always wore a short 
sleeve shirt and a funny tie most of the time, just to try and show my personality. 
That I’m not a boring old whatever you want to call it, just something different to 
show most students that even though I have a role as Deputy Head that I have 
another side as well that you can’t see I suppose. 

Mia: Do you have a special message for the students you are leaving behind? 

Mr. Murphy: Strive to achieve, that’s all the teachers want you to do even though 
you fall in or fall out with them, teachers are doing their job to try and make you 
achieve to what you capable of because we see huge potential and we want you 
to achieve what your capable of so that you can earn whatever you need to earn 
so that you can have a nice life, and sometimes there’s a few bumps on the road 
but that’s okay. 

Mia: As you reflect on your time as Deputy Principal, what advice would you 
give to the next generation of school leaders?   

Mr. Murphy: Have a sense of humor, you must have one, or you’ll drive yourself 
rotten, try to laugh with someone and remain in touch with the students. It’s very 
easy to just lock yourself in an office and close your door and not be in touch with 
anybody. You see me walking around because you might pick up somebody who 
hasn’t had a good day, that’s what it’s all about, taking care of each other. 

Mia: Thank you so much for sharing your insights and experiences with us 
today. On behalf of Woodbrook College, we wish you all the best in your re-
tirement, and we hope you enjoy the well-deserved time ahead to relax and 
explore new passions. Your legacy will undoubtedly continue to inspire for 
many years to come. 

Mr.Murphy: Thank you girls. 
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Discover Your Future: 
Highlights from Our School Open Day
Woodbrook College’s Open Evening was held on the 26th of September 2025. 
Our Open Evening gives Woodbrook the opportunity to showcase our amazing 
school to prospective students and their parents. The student leadership team 
gave guided tours of the interactive classrooms and activities. A Q&A session was 
also held in the Demo room along with HUB access. It was an informative and 
enjoyable evening for all, we look forward to meeting our new first years next year!  
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By Jason Tamayo 

The Senior M.U.N. Club recently attended the Dublin Regional Session of 
the European Youth Parliament Ireland. Every year, the European Youth 
Parliament (EYP) Ireland, non-profit, and non-governmental organisation, 
hosts several conferences for youths. The EYP Network has 36 country 
committees, including EYP Ireland. 
 
Their goal at EYP Ireland is to encourage young people in Ireland to become 
interested in European problems. Emphasising the values of respect and 
cooperation while empowering young people to think critically about the 
world and develop creative answers to global issues. 

Together with more than 70 other students, they attended a conference that 
gave them the chance to network and demonstrate their excellent commu-
nication and research abilities. Committee topics varied from sustainable 
& affordable housing, fair pay, reducing drug consumptions, AI regulations, 
EU fair taxation, EU support for women, improving integration whilst en-
suring asylum seekers’ safety, and many more. 

Students had the opportunity to interact with classmates from other County 
Dublin Secondary Schools on the first day, which helped them form teams 
and collaborate. As previously mentioned, students started studying their 
chosen topic halfway through the weekend and event; keep in mind that 
they needed to locate exact and reliable material, which helps them im-
prove their research skills. When the tears come and it’s time to part ways, 
students attended a massive conference with special guests on the final 
day, where they heard the president, vice president, and members of the 
national committee speak.  

It was amazing because the chairpersons of each committee were from 
different EU nations, and the students had an excellent connection with 
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EYP Conference
Shaping the Future of European Policy 

them. The passing of resolutions by Jason 
Tamayo and Angellica Samsin is a fantastic 
achievement; keep in mind that proposals 
had to be proposed or discussed before 
they could be placed to a vote. We would 
like to thank Mr. O’Donnell for this fantastic 
chance and for spending his weekend see-
ing us around Dublin. Remember, there’s 
still time to join MUN! 
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5th Year Hike 
  
By Dean Warner 
 

On Thursday the 11th of October all 5th year students set out for a hike with our 
year head and tutors. Starting at Kilruddery,  we knew it would be a long five 
hours. The weather was amazing, and it gave us a great opportunity to socialise 
and chat to one another.  

It wasn’t an easy hike, but it was very rewarding; especially with the views we 
had at the top of the mountain. We stopped for lunch in the walled garden in Bel-
mont to recharge our batteries before making the trip back again. It is definitely 
something we’d like to do again. 



By Ms Connors  

Woodbrook College is actively promoting wellbeing through a variety of initiatives. Each morn-
ing during registration, students take part in themed activities like Motivational Monday and 
Wellbeing Wednesday. First-year students are supported with activities to help them settle in, 
while second-year students focus on adjusting to the new expectations of their year. TY stu-
dents have completed the Aware program, learning valuable skills to manage their emotions 
and improve their wellbeing, and LCA students will soon follow. 

A new wellbeing noticeboard has been set up for both students and staff, and monthly lunch-
time activities such as Culture Club, Smile Club, and Lifeskills offer additional support. With 
Stand Up Week and Wellbeing Week just around the corner, there are plenty of exciting events 
to look forward to! 

We also support parents by offering various classes. Recently, we hosted a talk from Jigsaw on 
the role of “One Good Adult” in supporting young people’s mental health. This is part of our on-
going effort to foster a supportive community for both students and their families.

By Ms Marschner 

The Culture Club is a lunchtime activity open to 
all students. It takes place once a month as part 
of the Wellbeing Club. The aim of the club is to 
promote cultural awareness, make friends and, of 
course, have fun! The first meeting took place on 
Thursday 26th September and over 30 students 
enjoyed games and treats to celebrate European 
Day of Languages!  

The second meeting was even more successful 
with a great turnout as we celebrated our schools 
cultural diversity with 20 different Language 
Taster Sessions run by our super talented, mul-
tilingual students. There was Irish for Beginners, 
Basic Chinese, Enough Romanian to get by as 
well as Polish, Ukrainian, Tagalog, Croatian, Iloca-
no, Italian, German, Farsi, French, Russian, Japa-
nese, Turkish, Punjabi, Arabic, Russian, Greek and 
Malayalam. Well done to all who participated!
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Wellbeing at Woodbrook  

The Culture Club  
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A Day of Energy and Excitement at Our 
Annual Edmund Rice Fun Run
All students in Woodbrook College would like to extend their gratitude to the PE 
department for organizing such an enjoyable and memorable Fun Run in Shan-
ganagh Park on Friday, the 27th of October. The event was not only a fantastic 
way to promote physical fitness but also an excellent opportunity for students to 
come together, enjoy the outdoors, and foster a sense of community.

A special round of applause goes to Bobby More and Zara Behan, who emerged 
as the winners of the Edmund Rice Fun Run 2024. However, it ’s important to 
recognize that every participant contributed to the success of the event, and we 
commend all those who took part for their enthusiasm and effort. Well done to 
everyone who joined in the fun and made the day a resounding success! Your 
spirit and camaraderie were evident, and it made the Fun Run an unforgettable 
experience for all involved.
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Adventures and Learning in 
Causey Farm 
On September 17th TY students eagerly embarked on their first overnight trip of the 
school year to Causey Farm, Co. Meath. The students took a coach to the farm, where 
they enjoyed a full day of activities. The students were all given a tour of the farm and had 
a chance to interact with the animals. Afterwards, they made their own pizzas for lunch, 
spent a fun hour on the lake pedal boating and participated in some team building ac-
tivities. As their penultimate activity of the day, the students were towed in a cattle car to 
the local bog. There, students mustered the courage to bog-jump, and even some of the 
teachers joined in! Finally, for their final activity on the farm the students were given an 
exclusive look at the farm’s haunted house experience, which was fun for all! 

After the day’s exciting activities, the TY students made their way to Drewstown House, 
where they would be spending the night. Here, the students relaxed after a very mucky 
day on the farm! They had fun with the house’s pool table and playground, before finally 
settling in for the night. 

The following morning after breakfast, the students took the coach to return to the school. 
They made a quick pit stop in Blanchardstown Shopping Centre for some food and retail 
therapy, before finally arriving at the school at 1:30. Both the supervising teachers and 
students alike greatly enjoyed the trip, as it was a great bonding experience and a won-
derful way to begin the school year for TYs! 

By Danny O’Shea 

Woodbrook Word Issue 6

- 22 -



Issue 6

- 23 -

Woodbrook Word



Woodbrook Word Issue 6

- 24 -

ALL THINGS BATON TWIRLING!  
Our European Champion Rían Dease
Over the summer, the very talented Rían Dease won a gold medal for baton 
twirling. Keeley Nagle and Millie Waters interviewed him on his incredible 
journey and achievement.  

Keeley: Thank you for meeting with us today, Rian. We are very excited 
to learn all about baton twirling and your achievements. Can you explain 
to us what baton twirling is?  

Rían: It is my pleasure to be talking to you today! Baton twirling is a sport 
that combines dance, strength and flexibility in several different events 
which include solos, pairs and teams. The main component is the use of 
these three skills while manipulating one, two or three batons.  

Millie: That sounds difficult! At what age did you begin this sport? 

R: I started baton when I was ten which is a later start than usual as most 
people generally start between the ages of four or five. This meant that I 
had to work really hard to catch up to people my age. 

K: So, how many hours and days do you train a week? 

R: I train four times a week which is ten hours in total. Twice a month I 
attend the national Ireland squad which all the selected athletes from the 
whole of Ireland come together to participate in an Ireland squad.  

M: And how do you prepare for your competitions? 

R: Leading up to competitions I prepare by doing extra training on top of 
the required hours. Before I compete, I ensure to have a clear mind and a 
positive attitude as this boosts my confidence and surround myself with the 
people that support me the most. 

K: It sounds like you are very dedicated to the sport, who helped you get 
to this point of baton? 

R: My club coaches from Greystones baton twirlers have taught me every-
thing I know and have helped me achieve things I never imagined I would 
achieve. But I wouldn’t be anywhere without the support of my parents.  
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M: It sounds like you have an amazing support network around you. Who 
inspires you the most? 

R: The person that inspires me the most in the world of baton is the Euro-
pean champion of 2023 Anna Zafra from Spain. I really connect with her 
style of twirling, and I aspire to be like her. But the person close to me that 
inspires me the most is my big sister who made this sport known to me. 

K: Is it time demanding? How many competitions do you attend a year? 

R: I attend six home competitions all around Ireland. These competitions 
lead up to the international competitions in the summer. The best from each 
section is selected to compete in the annual world and European competi-
tions. I have been selected to represent Ireland for the past four years and 
I am hoping to do the same this year. 

M: What has been your fondest memory of baton so far? 

R: My fondest memory of my baton experience so far is competing with my 
pair partner Millie at the world championships in Sweden.  

K: What was your experience winning 
your medals? 

R: I have won three medals at European 
Championship level but my most recent is 
my gold medal in my solo. This was a proud 
achievement for me but also a relief be-
cause I entered the final round in 1st place 
and knew I had to keep the title. 

M: What are your goals to achieve this 
season? 

R: My goal for this season is to place high 
as I have entered a higher level which is 
called level A. I can’t wait to see what this 
season entails, and I can’t wait to do it with 
all my friends 

M&K: Thank you for chatting with us to-
day, you have achieved so much in this 
sport and have so much ahead of you, we 
wish you all the best in the future!



By Ms Murphy 

Gach Deardaoin ag am lóin buaileann daltaí agus múinteoirí le chéile i HEC2 
chun páirt a ghlacadh i dtae agus topaicí. Is bealach iontach é tae agus topaicí 
deis a thabhairt dár ndaltaí an Ghaeilge a úsáid lasmuigh den seomra ranga. 
Glacann na daltaí páirt i gcluichí eagsúla cosúil le scrabble as gaeilge, tomhais 
cé atá ann, cartaí comhrá agus biongó. Táimid thar a bheith bródúil as na daltaí 
a fhreastalaíonn ar tae agus topaicí gach seachtain agus is léir go bhfágann 
gach duine HEC2 le miongháire ar a n-aghaidh. Freisin, d’fhoilsigh muid an 
chéad fhoireann Gaelbhratach i gColáiste Srutháin na Coille anuraidh agus i Mí 
Bealtaine bronnadh an chéad Gaelbhratach ar Choláiste Srutháin na Coille ag 
an bronnadh i Luimneach. Táimid go léir chomh bródúil as na daltaí ar fad ón 
gcoiste Gaelbhratach as an obair dhian atá déanta acu, agus táimid ag tnúth 
go mór le tuilleadh oibre a dheanamh I mbliana chun ár dteanga dhúchais a 
chur chun cinn timpeall na scoile. Tá ár bhfoireann Gaelbhratach gnóthach 
ag pleanáil imeachtaí don bhliain seo. Coinnigh súil amach do na himeachtaí 
atá le teacht agus idir an dhá linn bígí linn i HEC2 gach Deardaoin chun an 
Ghaeilge a spreagadh!! 

Gaelbhratach agus Tae 
agus Topaicí
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By Mr Horgan 

As we approached mid-term, our students delved into a meaningful lesson about 
our founder, Edmund Rice, organised by Ms Shiely. As part of the lesson, the Art 
Department curated a large, whole-school artwork. Together, all our students con-
tributed to the Great Whirling Spiral of Edmund Rice, a symbol representing the 
creative journey we embark on as a community. Each student added their own 
unique colour to the spiral, which now proudly adorns our canteen. This vibrant 
display stands as a testament to our commitment to continuing Edmund Rice’s 
legacy—proving that together, we can achieve great things.

At Woodbrook College, we embrace the mission of Edmund Rice schools, serv-
ing young people from diverse backgrounds and swiftly adapting to the evolving 
needs of our students and communities. Our educational approach is rooted in 

Woodbrook College
An Edmund Rice School

a holistic vision, encompassing 
five key elements:

•	 Nurturing faith,  
Christian spirituality, and 
Gospel-based values.

•	 Promoting partnership.
•	 Excelling in teaching and 

learning.
•	 Creating a caring school 

community.
•	 Inspiring transformational 

leadership.

Let us carry these values  
forward as we grow and learn 
together!
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History & Heritage
The History and Heritage program offers students a unique opportunity to connect with 
the past in an engaging and meaningful way. This initiative not only makes history more 
captivating but also deepens students’ understanding of the local area. 

Each week, two class groups embark on a field trip to a nearby location rich in historical 
significance. Upon arrival, students gather with their teacher, who shares insights about 
the site’s history while the class takes notes. These excursions foster not only a love for 
history but also essential skills in responsibility and independence, as students are en-
couraged to research their destination beforehand, dress appropriately for the weather, 
and plan their travel routes. 

Throughout the Transition Year, students have the chance to explore a variety of notable 
locations, including St. Stephen’s Green, Bray Head, Bray Town Hall, the Oscar Wilde 
Statue, Merrion Square Park, the Garden of Remembrance, the National Botanic Gar-
dens of Ireland, Chester Beatty Library, Casino Marino, Ballycorus Lead Mines, the Guin-
ness Brewery, Christchurch Cathedral, Customs House, Sorrento Park, Killiney Hill, Dun 
Laoghaire, Shanganagh Park, the Little Sugarloaf, and Naylors Cove. Each visit enriches 
their knowledge and appreciation of the history that surrounds them.
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Halloween Dress-Up Day
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Home Ec in the Spotlight
The Home Economics department at our school offers students a unique opportu-
nity to develop practical skills for everyday life. From mastering culinary techniques 
in the kitchen to learning about budgeting, nutrition, and family dynamics, the de-
partment prepares students for real-world challenges. With hands-on lessons and 
a focus on creativity, students gain confidence in cooking, sewing, and home man-
agement, while fostering a sense of responsibility and independence. Whether it’s 
baking delicious treats or designing a functional living space, the Home Ec depart-
ment is where learning meets life skills!
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Woodbrook’s Wordhunt
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Woodbrook College wishes

Anna Caulfield (1 Dodder) 
all the best in the ‘Cinderella’ Christmas Panto! 


